Some-Background Information-on_a etter Written About 1880 tor' .

. Mr, and Mrs. Arie Rletveld, Duteh Immigrants Living in South s

~ Holland, f1linois, by Their Former Pastor in the Netherlpnﬂc '
cand His Wife, the Hev. and st,.w Je Dudegeest. - o

By Pawl H. Ver f‘uin, ,,so Flm Ave. /2, Tukvma Park, .. 20012
o R : Derember 19?8 : , o

_The letter being dencrih 2 WS orivinally,"of course, written in

Duteh, In 1641 o very rough an]i sh qunslatlcn waa incorﬁorated

~into as typed and: mimeographed & nealog% f.the
. 4 : )

'Notes with the above translat ons of the lette
S earried no date, and that ‘the: mostmark ‘Was
.can. be given'the date of 1880 4 ‘2 yeprsion:

evidence, plias the .fact that it is known fr[
.ger 1ists end from Dutch emigration records tha
family ‘emigrated from Holland during’ 1ate
‘of 1868, In the letter, the Rev and

_a’ section of. 1t} indicate that.te
written them from America concerming their new
they state that the ten~
Indies, begunr in

If one could find mention®éin Dutch or Ditch-
other primary seurces the date of the: catastro%hi
village of Niekuik that the letter describes as;
a much more precise date for the letter could be.determix

The 1etter's recinlents, Arie Rietveld (1818u1899$
annigje Gelderblom (1819a1880), emigrated to ith
7 1868 from the village of ‘Schellulnen,. which 'L
utheastern corner of ‘the Province of . Zuld-ﬁ

he couple gettled with’ ‘thelr, eight youngers 12
110-acre farm 1in the growing Dutch»ﬂmerican setd
nship that 1ater came to be known - a
annigje's oldest daughter Joharina, her
“theilr three small ehildren emigratedﬁwith thp” k%
Arie: and Jannigle Rietveld live . in Southrﬁglland"
'burban Chicago area today.': " E'n';;;;1~a e

o} - ; je's wife Jannigle died-ZO;Febpuar
thnerefore: Shéfmay:notgﬁave been 1iving when: the'Uudegee L.
rTom Hollan'tarrlved The same records give the date of
1% February.§899,

“elveids had been members of the Hefl
Church (H K}y and. ‘4n: America they affiliated W 1

gt " Reformed Ghuroh 1m‘50uth Holland, I11linoise Their pas
! 4o emlgration had been the Revs ‘Willem Jaco
1ike Arie had a 1arge famlly. The 1ette




rjkes it clear that there had been friendly relations between the
ouﬁles, and between their children as- well, - The -Ffamilies
Xchanged Eortrait photOgra@hS just prior.to the Bietveld emigra,
LNat Iongrafter their arrival in Americs, the Rietvelds wrote
E letter desceribing ‘their lives. in' their. new setti

% B owever, when the Hev, and Mrs.‘Oudegeast write
eér to the' Rietvelds around 1880, ten years-have passed
orresmondence., Rev. Oudegeest is now the pastor emerit:
3 small town where one of his sons is the minister. He

ng ;
1&' ay 1818 st Hoogblokland, ‘a rural village 1n the PTovinc

apdfnat far‘from Schelluinen.s He was_the 111eg1timate son

{oyrd Arie 8. maternal
8L .. 8] Gzt wrovineial
in. the. vicinityu— & fish and game warden.; About a yeure
£ .after “Arie's birth,. his mother married Teunis Verschoory:
; 28YS: ‘operated a water-pumping Windmill between the -
3 Héorhsar . and Echelluinen. ‘ o :

cyoung:.far fhand ‘wheri on 31 August 1843 he married at the*
) “Hoornaar, the daughter of a burgemeester. The bride,
:f-Gelderblo_ {born-20 June 1819 at Schelluinen) was the
r of Izsnk' Gelderblom (1?83~18&6) the current burgemeester =
Schel uinen;. and his ‘second wife Johanna Sterrenburg
Between: 1843 and 18#6 the young Hietveld couple. - .
,dinxveld on the Waal BRiver, and theén in Foornaar,;s
: s designdﬁ%d in civil records as a skipver's -
‘slderblom's ‘death, Arie and Jannigje Rietveld =
nwily moved to: Schelluinen, where Arie is mentionedr
hi there as, a 1aborer.. fter 1ivinr 1n ' ﬁ

They were undoubtedly influenced

te in he Dubch-American farming community .
¥y the fact that Jannigie's elder half- sister

ad'already been living. there .for 19 years..

. villages north and “west .of the Dutch .

ed to the settlement outh of Chicano

in the official Dutch emigration recordo for 1uﬁ8 Arie Rietvé]d ié

called a farmer of -average or middle means, a piece of information
underscored by the fact that he was able to buy a 110-scre farm in
n locale that had originally been settled some 20 years earlier,
On thelr emigration journey, Arie. and his Tamily traveled first to
‘Iivervpool,Bngland. There they boarded a British steamer, the

- 3,5, Prance, which sailed.on 19 August 1868 with 669 nassengers
‘and arrived at. New York 12 days later, on 1 Sentember., .The Riet~,

‘gVelds, 1ike most of those aboard, were steerage naqsengers. -




(Thls is a xerox copy of the letter as it anne
ars ing The Rietvelds
gebruarx 19, 1972, Descendants of Cornelis Rietveld and Marie van ’
ostenbrugge. Handwrltten clarifications and footnotes are my OWNe==PF,
 Letter from W.J.Qudegeest, Sr., and hlS w1fe M. Oudegeest (nee Snel) to Arle Rletvgld

The front face. of the orlglnal envelope with address but no stamp lS included

The address is as:follows:f

E North America
E To Mr. A. Rietveld
‘ S : T orthon

. o ' near Ch1cago

ﬂ o ‘ Illinois
R In pencil the word T orthon is corrected to Thornton. Cancellation sramp:

Ei 1nd1cates that it was malled in Hertogenbosch but the date cannot be dec1phered
! - An enclosure with this letter says:i- ‘

Ons adres is:

Den Wellew Heere H.B.Oudegeest
: President

EngelZn_ /7#{ [f’ ‘e'/‘??)
' /enfﬁ'ﬁ en /)og.-_-

m . .A_:Eree translation of the letter follows:-

by SU Hertogenbosch

Dear Friends:
Sincerely I wish that this lgfter come to you in good circumstances. After a
~ long s1lence we wish to send you this and that concerning ourselves and my wife
. was good enough to do this in my place. ThereforLI need not add very much to it.
I wish only to mention the great and rare blessing, that coming to an old age, we
are still well. Although already in 1873, after.52 years of service,“I.have be-
come "Emeritus", yer.I_still take over occasionally the ministerial work of my son
Hein, with whom we live, and it does not tire me nhen I take his place.in the pulpit.
" "All my eight children are well placed and according to their wishes. Jacob who
'in_1873-moved'to the Eest Indies wss first preacher in Pelenbang, later at Fort
de Kock, and now since Jananry lst at'Padang; .Thar'l'and my wife nay live ta see
him return to us after 10 years of service, Now L live in Engelen by tne |

Pasch (?) right in the middle of my children who come to see us often.
(BOScB 9) |
l7_.




You wrote us in your letter of 10'years age, very much.about your family, about

" your work,'and your mode of liVing. I would keenly like to_hear from you.. The

; postage is not 80 expen31ve to as in tlmes gone by." May we hear much from you and"

'; yours, that'we may believe that you Were never sorry to leave Schelluinen._a
"h.Slncerest greetlngs to you and yours, and greatest possible "hell" we w1sh you.
| . Uw-toegehegon_vriend ." (})Qﬂl*$\
W. 3. Oudeéeeeﬁ,.Sr.
The part by kis wife follows. There are no phncthation marks in this'parth
of the;letter.(D . | | |

You and your husband Arie and how goes it with your children. Above all how

. are Antje and her husband and children doing? We.talk often_of”your son Jan, who

had a stiff arm. How often aur boge had fun with him. Yes, we often do, as you do,

turn over the portraits of you all I would so gladly know 1f your sister Drlekc”“)

———

is still 11ving.: 1f so, then send her our regards. I still keep the littie

- sweater (Borstrokje) which she knitted for me for our daughter Jansje. Also it is

remarkable that the oldest and youngest are. st111 unmarried to this day. . Last
summer we spent (a day or three) three days in Gorkum and saw then many of.old
acquaintances, But we did not g0 to Chelluinen, The_time and occasioh were not
there. Many of friends came to us ano we heard that after we left, many changes
‘have come about., Also that the daughter of you brother Cornelis who had nameg:z>
:de Groot, had died. Also his oldest son, and now we hear that you brother Cornelrs
‘has died.. That must have been a hard blow to you as it was to us. And so there
‘are many who are no more since we: were there. We can hardly thank the good God

enough who has spared our lives.

Ny




What sétisfaction it will do us- to hear from you that everything goes Well
by you and yours: That there has been a terrible "break through" (a break in a
dyke), that the whole village of Niekulk is under water, you will have rea& 1p
the daily papers. 70000 people were deprived of -all their bélong;ﬁgs, also |
much cattle was drowned. What a catastrophe! Much iS'beiﬁg givén but so much is
needed to help ail these people and to maintain.tﬁem But they cannot give what
they have lost. Ndw:I am going to close. Greetings from us and also from the

preacher, and my son Hein to you and all yourAchildren; I call myself 

'M'Oudegeest
nee Snel

P.S5. Now write soon.

. Footnotes'

:Ii This part of the letter is directed to Mrs, Rietveld.-

2) This refers to Arie and Jannigje Rietveld's eldest daughter,

Her name was actually Johanna, but she was known by this nick-

name, She married Jacob Vander Kooy in the Netherlands, and she

and her husband and thelr three small children accompanied her
parents to Americs in 1868, Both she and her husband were living

at the time of the letter.

3). Ten vhotograph-portraits of members of the Woede Oudegeest family:
given to the Rietveld family of the eve of their emigration still

- exist., They are among some 40-50 photos of friends and relatives
that the Hietvelds brouzht with them to this country. The photo
collection is now in the possession of Mr. and Mrs. Harold Verduin,
R.R.1, Box 141, Chicago Heights, I1l, 60411,

4) This refers to Mrs, Rietveld's older half-sister Hendrika Gouwens,
nee Gelderblom, who also 1lived in South Holland, She and her husband
Ti3s Gouwens emigrated from Lekkerkerk in 1849, According to Ross K.
. Bttema's reference book, Vol, II, she died 7 Feb., 1900, and her husband
. preceeded her is death 16 Aug, 1881, _
.5) This is the common name for Gorinchem, the princlﬁal town in the
Schelluinen area, _ :

€) An old svelling variation of Schelluinen,

- 7)  Meaning unclear, Quite possibly the Dutch Word for Ymarried®

was mistranslated as "named", or vemhaps "de Groot™ was a nickname of
the brother or niece of Mrs, Rietveld that are mentioned. :

8) 1i.e., Cornelis Gelderblom, who did not emigrate.




